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Daniel Wnukowski 
:: personal statement :: 

Welcome! 

Thank you for taking the time to browse through my website and to look through my press 
materials. I look forward to meeting you personally in the near future and hope that this ‘e-
press kit’ will provide you with a concise yet well-informed introduction about my work.  

As a pianist, music has always been the inner-core of my life. I am deeply gratified to have a 
virtual home in which I can share my music, thoughts and snippets of memories but the real 
praise must go to the composers who have left behind their great music. I am solely the 
medium which allows the composer's intentions to blossom and spring to life. 

In addition to performing, it has always been my most passionate desire to share personal 
experiences of making music with my audiences, with the hope that I may inspire them to new 
heights. I invite you to browse through my latest online diary entries where you can join me 
backstage in my journey into the glorious world of piano music. I also believe that the whole 
notion of performing live can be and should be a mutually rewarding experience where both 
the audience and the pianist can discover new truths about themselves while revealing their 
very own emotional truths to the foreground. 

As much as I confess to spending long, arduous hours alone in dialectic reflection analyzing and 
re-analyzing a score, with all its harmonic changes, rhythmic complexities, tonal color, motivic 
relationships, methods of articulation, etc., I would never develop to my full potential if it 
wasn’t for the masterful teachers and highly-gifted colleagues/pianists who have gently and 
patiently guided me in the right direction. 

Above all, I would like to continue being an inspiration and support to all of my fellow 
colleagues, audiences, and sponsors whether it be through concerts, recitals, lectures, 
discussions or stimulating conversations. 

Yours,  

 
Daniel Wnukowski 
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:: greyscale photo :: 

 
 Photo Credit: Hebert Studios 
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Daniel Wnukowski 
:: short biography :: 

Daniel Wnukowski regularly performs throughout Europe, North America and South America in 
many prestigious concert halls. He has performed with the Polish Radio Orchestra, Sinfonia 
Varsovia, Windsor Symphony, Southfield Symphony, Jewish Community Orchestra, Celebrity 
Symphony Orchestra, Lodz Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra, and has also been very active as 
a chamber musician. 

Due to Daniel Wnukowski’s special affinity for Chopin and other important Polish composers, 
he has actively performed in numerous International Chopin Festivals across the world 
organized by Chopin societies in Paris, Rome, Vienna, Basel, Toronto, New York, Detroit, 
Warsaw, Duszniki Zdroj and Buenos Aires where he is continuously re-engaged.  

In 2001, his all-Chopin recital was recorded live by Radio-Canada in Ottawa for broadcast on 
Radio-Canada French radio stations. In 2007, he performed Brahms 2nd piano concerto and 
Mozart’s KV595 with the Polish Radio Orchestra in Warsaw, Poland which was broadcast on 
Polish radio stations under the direction of Tomasz Bugaj. 

He was trained at the Lake Como International Piano Academy in Italy directed by Martha 
Argerich and William Grant Naboré and at the Peabody Institute of Baltimore under the 
guidance of Leon Fleisher. 

Visit www.wnukowski.com for more information. 

 

*This is the most current biography available. Please destroy all past biographical material. 

http://www.wnukowski.com/
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:: long biography :: 

Concert Experience 

Daniel Wnukowski regularly performs throughout Europe, North America and South America in many 
prestigious concert halls. Among these the National Philharmonic in Warsaw, Poland, the 
Concertgebouw Music Hall in Amsterdam, Holland, the Salle Pleyel in Paris, France, and the Stadt Casino 
in Basel, Switzerland. He has performed with the Polish Radio Orchestra, Sinfonia Varsovia, Windsor 
Symphony, Southfield Symphony, Jewish Community Orchestra, Celebrity Symphony Orchestra, Lodz 
Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra, and has also been very active as a chamber musician performing 
together with the Sonoris Quartet of Vienna. 

Due to Daniel Wnukowski’s special affinity for Chopin and other important Polish composers, he has 
actively performed in numerous International Chopin Festivals across the world organized by Chopin 
societies in Paris, Rome, Vienna, Basel, Toronto, Detroit, Warsaw, Duszniki Zdroj and Buenos Aires 
where he is continuously re-engaged.  

Important Events 

At age 14, he performed at the Polish Embassy for government diplomats and officials in Ottawa, 
Canada, becoming the youngest pianist to ever perform at the Embassy. In 1997, in remembrance of the 
outbreak of World War II, he performed a recital at the National Theatre in Warsaw, Poland in front of 
an audience of over 2,000 people, which was broadcasted internationally on European television. In 
2001, his all-Chopin recital was recorded live by Radio-Canada in Ottawa for broadcast on Radio-Canada 
French radio stations. In 2007, he performed Brahms 2nd piano concerto and Mozart’s KV595 with the 
Polish Radio Orchestra in Warsaw, Poland which was broadcast on Polish radio stations under the 
direction of Tomasz Bugaj. 

At the XIV Chopin International Piano Competition in Warsaw, critics singled him out for his idiomatic 
and compelling readings of Chopin’s music. He is also the winner of the National Chopin Piano 
Competition in Poland, for which he was awarded a government grant and many concerts throughout 
Europe.  

Background and Education 

Born in Canada, Daniel Wnukowski was born with a natural talent and a musical destiny to fulfill. At age 
3 and a half, he showed strong fascination for a grand piano made completely out of glass in a music 
store and begged his parents to begin taking piano lessons. 

In the summer of 2003, he was invited to perform in a chamber music master class with Leon Fleisher in 
Villecroze, France and in 2006 he was one of 7 students out of a pool of 500 applications to be accepted 
into the Lake Como International Piano Academy in Cadenabbia, Italy under the direction of Martha 
Argerich and Willam G. Nabore. In 2003, Mr. Wnukowski completed his studies at the Peabody Institute 
of Baltimore under the guidance of Leon Fleisher. 
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:: reviews/references :: 

“He is an extraordinary talent indeed and brings not only a prodigious facility to bear on his 
playing but more importantly, a unique and fascinating musical approach to his 
interpretations.” 

Mr. Seth Knopp 
Pianist of the Peabody Trio 

Winner of the prestigious Naumburg Chamber Music Award 
(410) 367-0453 

“His training at the world-famous Chopin Academy in Warsaw has combined with a dazzling 
natural talent to make him one of the most exciting young pianists in the world. At his first 
concert with our orchestra, the audience’s refusal to let him leave the stage was such that I had 
become worried we would have to pay our musicians overtime!” 

Mr. Jay Katz 
Executive Director of the Windsor Symphony Orchestra 

(519) 973-1238 

“He repeatedly creates the most ravishing tonal palette, the freshest, most inspiring turns of 
phrase, and the most poetic utterances heard this side of language. His music-making goes 
beyond communication to what feels like communion. He connects. His audiences feel this.” 

Mr. Michael Sheppard 
Classical Fellow of the American Pianists Association 

“Wnukowski had an obvious affinity for Chopin. His performance of the 24 preludes was 
idiomatic and compelling. For his encore, he chose the A-flat Polonaise, op. 53, which was given 
a stirring performance. Likewise, the closer for the first half, Vladimir Horowitz's virtuosic 
Variations on a Theme from Bizet's "Carmen" received a rousing performance.” 

San Diego Union Tribune 

“He came into his own in the enormously variegated 24 Preludes op.28 by Chopin, where he 
displayed not only his affinity with the style but also the big guns to deal with some of the 
atrociously difficult ones as if they were child´s play; this was great playing and show 
Wnukowski to be a distinguished Chopinian.” 

Buenos Aires Herald 
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Daniel Wnukowski 
:: concerto repertory :: 

 

B. BARTOK 
No. 3 Sz.119 C Major 

L. Van BEETHOVEN  
No. 1 Op. 15 C Major, No. 2 Op. 19 B Flat Major, No. 3 Op. 37 C Minor , No. 4 Op. 58 G 
Major, No. 5 Op. 73 E Flat Major 
 
J. BRAHMS 
Nr. 1 Op. Op. 15 D Minor, Nr. 2 Op. 83 B Flat Major 
 
Fr. CHOPIN  
Nr. 1 Op. 11 E Minor, Nr. 2 Op. 21 F Minor 
 
E. GRIEG 
Op. 16 Concerto A Minor 
 
F. HAYDN 
Hob. 18/11 Concerto D Major 
 
W.A. MOZART 
KV 414 A Major, KV 415 C Major, KV 451 D Major, KV 466 D Minor, KV 467 C Major, KV 488 
A Major, KV 491 C Minor, KV 595 B Flat Major 
 
M. RAVEL 
G Major  
 
S. RACHMANINOFF 
Op. 18 Nr. 2 C Minor, Op. 30 Nr. 3 D Minor, Op. 43 Rhapsody on a Theme by Paganini 
 
S. PROKOFIEV 
Op. 16 Nr. 2 G Major, Op. 26 Nr. 3 C Major 
 
C. SAINT-SAENS  
No. 2 Op. 22 G Minor 
 
R. SCHUMANN 
Op. 54 A Minor 
 
K. SZYMANOWSKI 
Op. 60 Symphonie Concertante 
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Daniel Wnukowski 
:: sample programs :: 

 “All-Chopin” 
Nocturne in f#, Op. 48 No. 2, Nocturne in B, Op. 62 No. 1, Scherzo in b-flat, Op. 31, Ballade in f, 
Op. 52, Polonaise in A-flat, Op. 53, 3 Mazurkas, Op. 50, Sonata in b, Op. 58 

“Romantic Fantasia” 
Schumann – Fantasiestücke, Op. 12, Schumann – Fantasia, Op. 17, Rachmaninoff – 9 Etudes 
Tableaux, Op. 39 

“Remembrance of 9/11” 
Bach/Busoni – “Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland (Now come, Savior of All)”, Choral Prelude, 
Bach/Hess – “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”, Choral Prelude, Brahms – 4 Ballades, Op. 10, 
Tchaikovsky/Feinberg – 3rd Movt. From Symphony No. 6, Chopin – Sonata in b-flat, Op. 35 

“Reflective and Introspective” 
Beethoven – Sonata in E, Op. 109, Schubert – Moments Musiceaux, D780, Schubert – Sonata in 
B flat, D950 
 
“Mainly Mozart” 
Mozart – Sonata in A, K331, Mozart – Sonata in C, K330, Mozart – Sonata in c, K457, Schumann 
– Carnaval, Mozart – Piano Quartet in g 

“Virtuosity” 
Chopin – Nocturne in c sharp, Op. Posth., Chopin – Nocturne in F sharp, Op. 15 No. 2, Chopin – 
Scherzo in b flat, Op. 31, Liszt – Transcendental Etude No. 10 – “Harmonies du Soir”, Liszt – 
Transcendental Etude No. 5 – “Feux Follets”, Liszt/Horowitz – Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2, Liszt – 
Sonata in b 

“The Three B’s” 
Bach – French Suite No. 5 in G, Beethoven – Sonata Op. 81a, Brahms – Sonata in f 

“Mainly Impressionism” 
Schumann – Kreisleriana, Op. 16, Debussy – Estampes, Debussy – L’isle Joyeuse, Ravel – 
Sonatine, Ravel – Miroirs, Ravel – Jeux d’eau 
 
“Monumental”,  
Chopin – 24 Preludes, Op. 28, Bach- The Goldberg Variations 
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Daniel Wnukowski 
:: Buenos Aires Debut Review :: 

:: Pianists Galore This Season 

Pablo Gardin - September 19, 2008 
Buenos Aires Herald 

 

...I could hear the following pianist, the Canadian Daniel Wnukowski (debut), of Polish descent, 
27-years-old. After agreeable versions of two arranged (well) pieces based on J.S.Bach´s 
originals (Busoni´s version of the chorale "Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland", and the famous 
arrangement by Myra Hess of the chorus "Jesu, Joy of Men´s Desiring" from Cantata No. 147) 
we heard an appropriate but not impeccable Sonata Nº 10, K. 330, by Mozart, and a 
meritorious traversal of Beethoven´s last sonata, No. 32, where the initial movement seemed a 
bit too forceful and brusque but the second movement took its rightful time to develop from 
the initial slow theme to the intricate variations and innumerable trills of the last pages, finely 
done. 

He came into his own in the enormously variegated 24 Preludes op.28 by Chopin, where he 
displayed not only his affinity with the style but also the big guns to deal with some of the 
atrociously difficult ones as if they were child´s play; this was great playing and show 
Wnukowski to be a distinguished Chopinian. And he manifested his virtuosism in the encore, 
the fun variations by Horowitz on Mendelssohn´s "Wedding March". The venue is unpleasant, 
the Teatro Santa María, dark and rather ugly, but the acoustics are good. After abundant 
vicissitudes, this third concert of the Chopiniana seemed to find a third and final piano for the 
cycle, a 1908 Steinway in good condition with its original ivory keys. 
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Daniel Wnukowski 
:: solo piano music repertory :: 

J.S. BACH  
French Suites , Partitas , Well-Tempered Clavier Preludes and Fugues,  BWV 846-869 Book I – 
complete, BWV 903 Chromatic Fantasy and Fugue d Minor, BW 988 Goldberg variations 
 
L. van BEETHOVEN  
Piano sonatas:  
  Op. 2 no. 3 C Major, Op. 10 no. 2 F Major, Op. 13 C Minor, Op. 26 A Flat Major, Op. 27 no. 2 C 
Sharp Minor ‘Moonlight', Op. 31 no. 2 D Minor ‘Tempest’, Op. 31 no. 3 E Flat Major, Op. 53 C 
Major ‘Waldstein’, Op. 57 F Minor ‘Appassionata', Op. 78 F Sharp Major , Op. 79 G Major, Op. 
81a E Flat Major ‘Les Adieux', Op. 106 B Flat Major ‘Hammerklavier', Op. 109 E Major, Op. 111 C 
Minor 
 
J. BRAHMS  
Op. 5, Piano Sonata F sharp Minor, Op. 10, 4 Ballades, Klavierstücke Op. 118, Klavierstücke Op. 
119   
 
F. CHOPIN 
Sonatas, Op. 35 B Minor, Op. 58 B Flat Minor, Complete Nocturnes , Complete Preludes , 
Complete Etudes , 4 Scherzos , 4 Ballades  
 
C. DEBUSSY  
Preludes. Book I and II, Images. Book I and II, L'isle Joyeuse, Estampes  
 
F. HAYDN 
Hob. 17/6 Andante and Variations F Minor, Piano Sonatas: Hob. 16/48 C Major, Hob. 16/49 E 
Flat Major, Hob. 16/52 E Flat Major  
 
F. LISZT  
Sonata B Minor, Complete Etudes d'execution transcendentale, Mephisto Waltz, Don Juan 
Fantasy  
 
W. LUTOSLAWSKI 
Paganini Variations (2 pianos)  
 
F. MENDELSSOHN  
Wedding March Variations (Arr. Liszt/Horowitz) 
 
F. MOREL 
Deux Études de Sonorité  
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W. MOZART 
Piano sonatas: 
KV 281 B Flat Major, KV 282 E Flat Major, KV 310 A Minor, KV 330 C Major, KV 331 A Major, KV 
332 F Major, KV 333 B Flat Major, KV 457 C Minor, KV 576 D Major  
Fantasia F Minor KV 608 (4 hands)  
 
S. PROKOFIEV  
Sonata No. 7 Op. 83, Sonata No. 8 Op. 84 
 
S. RACHMANINOFF 
Sonata no. 2 B Flat Minor Op. 36, Etudes-Tableaux: Op. 33 : Complete, Op. 39 : Complete, 
Preludes Op. 23 : Complete, Moments Musiceaux Op. 16  
 
M. RAVEL  
Sonatine, Jeux d'eau, Miroirs, Gaspard de la Nuit  
 
F. SCHUBERT  
Sonata D537 A Minor, Sonata D958 C Minor, Sonata D960 B Flat Major, 4 Impromptus D899, 4 
Impromptus D935, 6 Moments Musiceaux D780, Fantasie F Minor D940 (2 pianos)  
 
R. SCHUMANN  
Papillon, Op. 2, Davidsbündlertänze Op. 6, Toccata Op. 7, Carnival Op. 9, Fantasiestücke Op. 12, 
Symphonic Etudes Op. 13, Kinderszenen Op. 15, Kreisleriana Op. 16, Fantasy C Major Op. 17, 
Sonata no. 2 G Minor Op. 22  
 
K. SZYMANOWSKI 
Op. 3 Variations, Op. 29 Metopes, Op. 34 Masques  
 
P. I. TCHAIKOVSKY 
Nutcracker Suite (arr. M. Pletnev), Scherzo from 6th Symphony (arr. S. Feinberg)  
 
C. VIVIER 
Pianoforte 1975 
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Daniel Wnukowski 
:: chamber music repertory :: 

B. BARTOK  
Sz. 111 Sonata for Two Pianos and Percussion 
 
L. van BEETHOVEN 
Violin & Piano Sonatas: 
Op. 12 No. 1 D Major, Op. 24 “Spring” F Major, Op. 30 No. 1 A Major, Op. 30 No. 2 C Minor, Op. 
30 No. 3 G Major, Op. 47 “Kreutzer” A Major, Op. 96 G dur 
 
J. BRAHMS 
Complete Violin & Piano Sonatas: 
Op. 78 G Major, Op. 100 A Major, Op. 108 D Minor 
Piano Quintet in F minor, Op. 34 
 
F. MENDELSSOHN 
Piano Trio D Minor, Op. 49 
 
W.A. MOZART 
Violin & Piano Sonatas: 
KV301 G Major, KV 378 B Flat Major, KV 454 B Flat Major, KV 481 E Flat Major, 
Piano quartet G Minor KV 478 
 
S. PROKOFIEV 
Cello Sonata Op. 119 
 
S. RACHMANINOFF 
Cello Sonata Op. 19 
 
F. SCHUBERT 
Fantasie C Major D934 (violin and piano) 
Piano trio B Flat Major D898 
 
R. SCHUMANN 
Piano Quartet E Flat Major Op. 47 


